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Ouly a little mine Is required to
make & large battleship look like old
Jjunk,

MICHIGAN

The trouble with the submarine
mine Is that it can't tell its frionds
frow its foes.

“Alkell Ike" Is dead, but “Weary
Willie” and “Meandering Mike" are

The New York Herald notes that
“bleyeling seems to be in the ascend-
art agaln.” Advertising pays.

Whatever else of Tennyson may or
may not live, his phrase “the sweet
girl graduate” is bound to be lmmor-

Peul.

The man who has an idea that uny-
body can manage a sailboat is get
ting inte the accldent column rather
early this year.

That New York girl who hugged a
mean £o hard that she broke one of his
riba should come west and grow up
with the country.

The London Times is reported to
be adopting American ideas. The next
thing we know John Bull will be talk
ing through his nose.

Baer says coal is high because the
people are willing to be robbed. Baer
is n good man. He wouldn't tell a
He about a thing like that.

Here's hoping that the battleship
Rhode Island, launched the other day,
will never meet the fate of the Hat-
suse and the Petropaviovsk.

President Eliot thinks “the publie
school houses should be used every
day of the twelve months of the
year.” Aind he might add, the churches
alen. ™
A Plttsburg man' killed hintsell be-
causo he couldn’t stand it to hear the
hand organ men playing “Bedelia.”
Pittsburg never was much of a place
for art. /

The non-professional milltary an-
thorities who had Japan marching all
over Siberia and Into Russia in less
than three months are amending their

LUCHSeH,

When a single palr of boll weevils

propagate 134,000,000 other weevils
during a single season, there isn't

much to say to them on the evils of
race sulclde!

o you suppose it was Uncle Rus-

s¢]l Sage who persunaded the other
Western Union directors to give up
the $6.000,000 income from the pool

room serviee?

Even leap year I8 powerless Lo save
chivalrous man from kneeling at the
fect of the fair sex, for lo, the season
of the Oxflord and Jig persistently flop-
ping tles is at hand.
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The upwisdom of wearlng a ring
set wilh an oblong ruby worth $15,000
has been demonstrated to Spencer
Trusk, the New York baghker, who has
just been robbed of one.

It is thought that the higher educa-
tion far women has just about reach
{the lmit in Boston, where the fair
atudents are now elearing the high-
Jump bar at 4 feet 4 inches,

1
el

The Emperor of Korea has bounced
his faverite and deprived her of po-
litical power. The reports say she
has been running things for ten years.
That's what_she gets for growing old.

A couple just married in 8t. Louis
are golong to try to lay up a com-
petency fer the future by living on 30
cents o day for the present. They
will be svared the expense ol enter-
taining much.

A Now York bamKer hag been sont
to prisen for nine years for stealing
$10,000. Evidently the New York
vourts have outlived the idea that a
man's stealings should be overlooked
if he takes enough.

Prof. Starr of Chicago university
says this “miserable continent s not
fit for the development of the highest
type of animal life.,” Perhaps the
professor has been compelled lay
In another ton of coal,

It is stated that Charles R. Flint of

"

9 crulsers for .$5.500,000 and s

A

New York has bought two Chilian
dicker-
ing for a third, For a private Individ-
ual Mr. Flint seems to ho pretty well
fixed in point of sea power.

The Journal of the Decoensed, do
voled entirely to obituary I8
the Intest newspaper venture in Paris.
I'ndoubtedly, e«thieal conslderations
will impel the doctorg to try to keep
thelr names out of the paper,

otlces,

0Old soadogs report that the gulf
stream & running at unwonted apeaed.
As woon as thoe politieal partdes find
out whether this
tageous or not, they will elther claim
the eradit or lay the biame on the oth
er fellows

“Fhe hedt after-dinner
ever hoard,” sayr Senator
“was Gladstoné at 80, and the
in order, in my opinion, was Bimon
Cameron at 920"
#0 unkind as to remind our Chauncey
that he was 707

s consldered advan-

speaker | i
Depew,
next |
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[Mr., Wragg Invitea contributions ot
any new ldeas that readers of this de-
partment mny wish to present,
would be pleased lo answer corresponds
ents desiring informatlon on  sublects
discussed, Address M. J. Wrags, Wau-
kee, JTowa.)

HORTICULTURE IN RURAL
SCHOOLS.

There has been a great deal of talk
Iately in regard to the teaching of
agriculture and horticulture in the
rural schools. Doubtless great good
conld be accomplished in this way If
there were teachers qualified for the
work. But the so-called normal
gchools (urn out too many drilled aun-
tomata and do little in the real teach-
ing of nature. If the country school
teachers could all be given a short
course in agriculture and hortieulture
at the state colleges of agriculture we
might after a while heve men and
women prepared to take up the work
in an elementary way in the rural
schools, Put as the short courses at
these colleges mostly come in the win-
ter months, when the teachers are em-
ployed, there arises a need for sum-
mer schools for this purpose. These
might be made a strong force In the
progress of nature teaching. With
teachers enthused for the work, there
would soon come some application of
what they have learned In the plant-
ing and beautiiying of the school
grounds. There s nothing lke the
actual work in planting trees and flow-
ers and ecaring for them to make chil-
dren fond of nature and her products,
and there is nothing better ealenlated

to drive the young people from the
farm than the comfortless and ugly
schoollouses and their fll-kept sur-

roundings, Geiting the young people
interested in plant lfe will then be
apt to draw them to the farmers’ in-
stitutes, and the institutes will never
pecomplish what they should In the
the education of the farmer Gl they
catch him young enough,

H. B. Gurler of DeKalb, Illinois, re-
cently reported at a farmers' Institute
that as soon as his cows were taken
off of ensilage and put on gpring pas-
ture (even though the pasture was
good) thelr milk dropped off twenty
per cent.  Sllos which thus Inerease
the output of a cow twenty to lwen-
ty-fiveg por cent are (oo valuable to
jgnore. If a farmer has lwenly cows
the silo will give as much milk as any
five of them and costs nothing to feed,
for ensilage is cheaper than any other
winter feed. The lesson from this
{# that ensilage may be fed thronghout
the spring if not all the year round,
gupplementing other feed.

STRAWBERRY ENEMIES.

n common with all other domestic
fruits the strawherry has insect
and fungus enemies, says a  Siraw-
berry grower. Among the more de-
structive of the former are the white
erubg., a name glven to the larval
stages of the different species of the
June bhectles As these work no ap-
parent injury until the patch Is two
years old, it Is advieable where Injury
is linble
patch as
harvested,
Strawherry

IS

the first crop Is
Other Insect pests are the
Sawfly, or slug, and the
Strawberry Leaf Roller. Thess may
he eontrolled to a certain extent by
spraying. Rust, or Strayberry Leaf
Blight, as it 18 commonly called, is
perhapg the most destructive enemy
ol strawberry culture, This disease
if not checked, soon spreads all over
the leaves ana attacks the fruit stems,
often completely girdling them, caus-
ing them to shrivel up, and the berries
are consequently useless. Fifty per
cent of the crop is often lost from this
cause. The most saiisfactory remedy
for this evil is spraying with the Bor-
deanx mixture, which shonld be ap-
plied in July or August of the previous
yoar and before and after blossoming

soon as

Many yonng men leave the country
and go to town for city life, because
town life is easy, or they think it is,
which serves the purpose of argn-
ment. The result is thal ninety per
eent of them earn enough money for
grub, clothes, a street ear ride and an
occasionnl =eat at a cheap theater,
Farm life lg not over-luxurious, but it
2 not anywhere near so hard as it Is
elaimed to be, and compares favorably
with average city life, Suceossinl
farmerz are Just A% numerons as sne-
cessful bhusiness men,

BREVITIES.

Plausible lies are “facts made of
wax."”

Klondikers are having thelr galden
daze

The sllo is a cow buoy—a dalry
lighthonse.

Money breeds the moral backhone

put of men.

A conecelted Christian may be gulity
of Idolatry,

A dishorning saw may ralse & crop
of cow poace,

No, sir—men with n dunml
seldom do all they should,

Make ‘em eat dirt! Who? The
rrops.  Pulverize the soll so they can
do L

purpose

ta oceur to plow noder the |
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ON CORN CULTIVATION.

How to cultivate corn to the best
advantage is a question very much
allve. 1t seems that no rule can be
laid down which is best. The objeet
of cultlvation is to produce the most
favorable conditlons for the growth
of the corn, and while the ideal condi-
tion Is largely the same always, the
methods of reaching it are many, and
vary according to surrounding elreum-
stances, conditions and methods of
previous tillage.

The condition to be attained ls to
hold in the soll the fullest amount of
molsture that does not retard the
grow(h of the crop, and to keep the
weeds from growing. Every farmer
knows that by plowing up the weeds
he destroys them and that by main-
talning a surfece mulch he keeps the
molsture in the ground.

Knowing the object sought, every
one growing corn should carefully
study the conditions prevailing in his
own flelds, and use such methods that,
In his best judgment will turn these
conditions to good aceount. The meth-
ods that would be best adapted to one
kind of soil might be the very worst
for some other soil. Consequently it
ig not wise to adopt any method with.
out careful conzideration of its effect
under the specific conditions prevall-
Ing. To read amd know of different
methods is advisable, If it instructs
along zeneral lines, and it is a wise
farmer who does ft. But it s & still
wiser one who galng general knowl-
edge and sceks to apnly it to specifie
CASEes,

Study the effects of differeont modes
of cultivation and apply the one that
geems best adapted to the partienlar
needs in the case,

“iown I the woodlund pastiure
The thistlexs and bricrs grow.
Anid the buttercups are yellow
And the dalsles white a= snow
And Brindle, and Bessie, and Gray,
When the afternvons grow late,
Take the trodden, homeward path
That leids to the barpn=yard gotet’

: gold,

POULTRY POINTERS.

Suve the meat seraps for your fowls,

It is a good rule to scald out the
drinking vessels once a week.

Ground bone can be fod alone or In
soft food.

Tobacco stems covered with siraw
in the nests will prevent Insect breed-
Ing.

Proper food and a voariely
make strong, healthy chickens.

One disadvantage of guineas s that
they are not good market fowls.

If you want to keep eggs for any
length of time turn them over every
day.

Clean carth is one of the ab-
gorbents that ean be usged in the poul-
iry

Whitewashing the nests, inslde and®
out, Is a good means of keeping them
free from vermin.

Mark your chicks each yvear so you
ean know thelr age, and kil zoll
them after the third year.

of it

host

house,

or

Don't forgel to go to a plenle occa-
slonally this summer; It is not time
logt, Glve the women aml children
the reereation and change which Is es-
epntinl to thelr well-being, The farm-
er who is 8o “practical” that he does
not believe In recreation is practically
ldiotic In bis.blindnezs, He gets a
fair share of change amd recreation
for himself In his weekly or semi-
weekly trips to town where he gos-
sips at the stores. Let him be wise
egough to give his family the sam#
amount of change from the humdrum
and drudgery of the farm. He will
“got more work out of them"” in the
course of o year and a lifetime than
he ever will by holding them contiou-
ally at toll,

LAST CHANCE FOR A CROP OF

RAPE.

There is time yet, but it will =oon
pass away, for a crop of rape, 1 won-
der if one In ten of our readers grow
rape. “What Is that plant?” pointing
to a ranpe field and sayiag that he had
never seen or heard of [t before. Rape
is practically a rutabaga which grows
rapidly and conver's all of its nutri-
ment into rueh succulent leaves  in-
stead of storing it in the plant as does
the rutabagn.

Any land that g reasonably fertlle
will grow rape. Oat, wheat or rye
atubble can be plowed and made fine
and three or four pounds of seed
gowed 1o the aere and covered lightly
and If dry weather, rolled. The rape
plant don't mind what Kind of weather
have. Dwarf Essex rape seed
ke rutabaga seed, not turnip
seed, as does the mustard rape. Many
farmerr have becn badly Injured by
setting the worse than worthless seed.

Stock ean be turned into it after the
plants are elght or ten Inches high.
Evea milch eows can have about two
hourg after they are mllled ot
RO,

we
looks

(1]

A good dalry cow Is made by intelll-
gent breeding and feeding, Bhe does
not come by chanee. [t takes seven
vears of steady, watchful attentlon
after birth to bring a cow to her best
in the production of milk,
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| fully and as cleanly during the sum-

CUCUMBER PESTS.

Probably no inseet has withstood
more methods of repression than the
striped eucumber beetle, Each year
some new style of plant cover, some
new poison or some new foul smelling
compound I8 pronounced by writers in
the agricultural press a never falling
defense; yet the little pests return to
the attack every season In increasing
numbers and with sharper appetite
than before, says a bulletin from the
New York experiment station, It may
be safely sald that no perfect remedy
or preventive has yet been found.
Only by a combination of two or more
measures can we hope to keep even,
or perhaps get & trifle the better of
this insignificant appearing little foe.
Squash Is the beetle's favorite food
plant, so this vegetable should be
planted in single rows along the mar-
gins of small patches, or in several
rows aronnd large flelds, about four
days before the cucumber seed Is
sown. When these trap plants are up
and the beetles appear about them
dust about half the plants with green
arsenite, reserving the other half for
use if rain or heavy dew makes the
poison soluble and kills the vines first
treated, The beetles will feed upon
the squash vines and be polsoned by
the arsenite, When the encumbers
are up they should be spraved with
Bordeaux and more of the squash
vines should be polsoned.

Fruit is a profitable product of the
furm even I none of it Is sold. The
eating of It promotes health, saves
doctors’ bills, and saves money tial
would be otherwise spent for things
to take It place. If there Is no fralt

arrange for It; if some Ifralt is no's
srown, arrange for more,
ORCHARD NOTES.
Just how to prune a frult tree . ot
easy to (ell, Each tree must bHe
pruned to suit cireumstances. The

principal thought must be to give It
light, alr, a good form, and prevent ite
growth so it will split apart <owz day
For instance, train the young tree s
it will not spread its main branches
at one point. “Open the top™ is the
cry of most pruners, and a good one

Oneo overy year, somdtimes twice
we have to tell you'to walt for a good
goaking rain and then throw a couple
of forkfuls of sitraw manure around
every newly planted tree on the place
Do it first chance. Don’'t ask why--
go do it

Old Peler Tugiledown lets  his
orchard prow inio & tough sod, and is
surprised that his neighbor, who does
not, has larger and finer fruit than
he. He does not geem tc know that
tough sod will not do for an orchard
When o twig of your tree appears as

if covered with ashes, look sharz
for San Jose scale; also, if when the
bark of infected twigs is scraped an
ollv yeliowish liquid appears on the
surface,

If any fruit should be thinned it ie
Nature herself, recognizing
that this fruit is prone to overbear
gheds some frult in early summer.
This is not enough, however, and the
grower should continue the process af
ter the June drop.

Muzzle the horse in the young orch
ard and tle up the single trees widl
fertilizer bags.

Frequent harrowing will  destery
weeds by killing them while still very
young and tender,

[.et no grailn ripen
res,

as

pear & yoang

The hog by reason of its peenliar
wakeup needs more shade ttan any
other domestie animal. The person
who neglects shade for fat hogs is
llable to moet with a loss for his negll-
geuce, Hogs require a demse shade
and an abundance of water with ac
cedy Lo the breezes.

SUMMER BEDDING.

Too many farmers have an ldea that
Httle bedding is needed by either
horses or cows during the summer.
They take the stand that the bedding
would be too warm for the animals.
This is nonsense for the horse, espe-
clally, needs eleaw bedding durlsg the
months when it perspires frecly from
labor. Any maierial may be used for
smmmmer bedding that Is used during
the winter, but the bedding should be
removed frowt the stalle each morn-
ing and any that {8 to be put back
should be thoroughly alred. Sawdust
is good for bedding and will not be
injurious to the soll provided It 1is
mixed on the compost heap with
manura and a certain amount gf hay
or straw bedding, so that when it is
applind to the soll it will not e too
hard wn digtribute, Many farmers use
weeds for summer bedding and there
i¢« no objeection to this ns they are not
uged when In seed so that when
thrown on the manure pfle tho seeds
/Al be kept in full germinating yower
0 make trouble later when placed on
the farm. Bed the animals as care-

mer as during the winter and they
will be all the better for the good

care,

TO BUILD CONCRETE ARCH.
Strong and Lasting Structure Com-
paratively Inexpensive.

8. 8.—Please tell me how to use
concrete In  bullding wurches over

streams and under maln roads.

Where the span is not more than
ton feet the arch can be mounlded all
In one, When the dlameter Is greater
the gonerete should be molded Into
blocks and then laid up the same a5
stone.  If the eulvert s not more then
five feet wide, the arch may be put
on flat, but if wider it should have a
little erown, The plan shown Ces-
eribes the mode of building an arch.
It hus a 2 by 12 inch plank on the bed
of the stroam; on this stand 2 by 4
inch upright, whieh should not be

V/
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Concrete Arch Over Stream.

A, 2 by 12 iIn. plank: B, 2 by 4 In. up~
rights: €, 2 by 4 in. scantling on \l{b:
righite: D, center supporting arch; 1.

concrote.

more than 214 feet apart: ¢n top of
this & 2 by 4 inch scantling Is lald
longthways of arch: then a center cut
out of the plank, or inch boards and
covered with fneh lumber to hold the
arch. The darth should be well ram-
wed around the wall when flling In.

Fitting Rafters on a Barn.

B, N.—I am bullding a barn B0 by
22 feot, and wish to put on two sels
of rafters, to meet at the perline plate,
What length should the rafters be
and how should they be fastened?

Bach set of rafters should be 12
foeot long, The lower set shouvld pro-
feet one foot over the lower plate.
These should be sawed so as (o sit
squarely on the plate, the projeeting
feot to be two Inches deep. The up-
pee end of the rafter rests on the per-
line plate, and the lower end of the
upper raiter lies beside it. The top
sides of the twao rafters should be
flugh. The upper rafter fits on the
perline plate with a tongue on the
luwer side to drop down on the In-
«ide of the plate to form a brace. The
raftors are all gpiked to the plates il
necessary. The lower rafters should
have a 9foot rise and the upper ones
seven.

Clearing Land of Willows.

Subseriber~—1 have s=ome waler
willows on my farm. 1 have eut them
down, but they grow up again. I think
they will bave to be dug up. Whkat =
the best way to get vid of them?

Cutting willows down will not Kkill
therm, Osier beds can be cat for a
areat many vears for the ozlers with.
out doing the rvots any harm. The
only way to get rid of willows Is tc
root out cach bush, The easicst way
Lhis hitelh a chaln round
push near the bottom and then
it out by the roots with a horse
looseninz the bush by cutting
of the main roois with an ax.
peres have been elearad in this
in Manitoba it i3 found the
most econvenient of duing the
waork. 1 the are not very
large the land mas burpt aver and
then plowed with a heavy serub plow,

to do is
the

drag
afer

somoe

tor

Many
Way Al
way
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Cement for Kitchen Walle.

1 want to put up a conerete kitchen,
16 by 20 feet, and 14 feet high; the
end will join the present bullding,
leaving three sides to build, two sides
o0 fect long, and the end wall 16 feet,
with gable ends. How much gravel
will be required and how much ce-
ment, the wall being six inches thick?

Your wall would require 18 barrels
of natural rock cement and 156 yards
of gravel, making the concrete one of
cement to one of gravel; or, if Port-
land is used, 14 barrels would do the
work, making the concrete one of ce-
ment to seven of gravel, This estl
mete e given on using all gravel (no
stone for fillers) as the wall, being
only nix Inches thick, very little stone
can boe wsoed,

Suppeort for a Chimney.

A. B B—1 wish to bulld & briek
flue 18 feot high, 30 bricks to the foot
I want it to rest on 8 floor having 4

by ¢ Inch sills, 12 feet long and 16
Inches apart. If the sills rest on the
f Inch sides would they be strong

enough (o bear the welght?

If the chimney iz bulit at the end
of the huilding so that it rests on end
of the jolsts thesge will provide suf-
ficlent support, but if it is bullt in the
eenter of the room supports should be
provided immediately underncath. If
the chlimupey etarts from the gronnd
floor a small sbutment can built
under the jolntys or sills, whieh will
hold the wolght,

b

Setting a Cottage.

J.o H. A—in building a onestory
cottage, 19 by 23 feel, with a verngda
In front level greund, how high
should it be sot in order o appear
well from the roau?

fin

A onestory house shounld be set
aboul two and one-half or three foet
above the grade, If the appearance
from the rowd is the only considera-
tiom to take Into account, and assum-
ing that the lot Iz level. The depth
of the cellar sometimes hasg 1o do
with the helght from the grade. As
the general thing houses of this size
are sel about that high,

The Improvidents.

“Phe grocer sent his LIk se-day,
and what do you think he charged ue
for butter?”

“How much?"

“PTwenty-elght conts a pound.”

“Good land! It's. downright rob:
hery. No wonder we're always poor.
By the way, Gear, 1 found a parrot -
dey that talks in three languages. -‘be
man wants only £10 for It"

“What & bargain! We must bave
the bird, by all means."

No Refiected Glory for Him.

“After all, what's the use marrymg
a womap who has the ability to make
herself famous?”

“Well, a wife of that kind, you know
may make hersell known to poster
fty."”

“Nothing of the kind, Conskler the
case of Mme. Du  Barry's husband.
1I'll bet $40 that nloe out df every ten
people honestly belleve there never
was & Mr. Du Barry."”

Good Reason.

Grace—He
Incky day.

Marie—Why, do you suppose?

Grace—O0h, [ guess he was barn ou
that day.—Philadelphia Bulletin.

savs Friday is hls aas-

Worse Than Green Goods.

Uncle Wayback—I jus' tell you, th' o(

clty Is an awful place. Skin yeh alive«

there,

Farmer Meadow (gloomily)—That'..
0.

Uncle Wayback-—Eh? Did vk
meet some green goods men whide

vou was in th' eity?

Farmer Meadow-—No-¢, bul my wife
met some Jdry goods men—New York
Weekly.

Peace to Hie Ashes,

Mre, DeSwell—"You seem to be n
great lover of the wead, Mr. Pufiog.
ton. Does your f(ather smoke ud
much as you do?”

uffington—"We¢il, I should hope
not,™

Mrs., DeSwaell What do T0u
mean?”

Puffingtoe—"He has been dead fen
years."”

It Warried Him.

“That land,” saild the city nephew,
g vilued ot 3800 a front fool.”

“Thunderation!"” exclolmed the eld
farmer, hastily moving back onito the
sidewallk., “An' I gtood on it mest five
minutes! o wyou reckon they'll
charge me rent?”

One Better.

She—What
yuu ean trust?
He—0Onpe who will trust you.

is nobler than a man

Then They Wouldn't Have Met.

“Is It becoming to me?" asked sho,
18 she paraded, in the costume of 106
years ago, before the man who is pot
her lord and master, but is her hus-
Jand,

“Yea, my deunr.,” sald he, meekly.

“Dor't you wish | could dress this
say all the time?" she asked,

“No, my dear,” he roplied; “but
»igh vou had llved when that was the
style.”

Just a Scheme.

Nirs. Gaussip—1 think you ought to
know this, Mre. Subbubg. Your bhus-
band kissxes your cook.

Mrs. Subbubs—Yes, 1 told him to do
i. You see the cook thinks she s
refting ahead of mo in that way and
<0 she never thinks of leaving.

Destructive Styles in the Kitchen.

Lady of the House—Lorena, yeu
eak more china and glass thau auy
ook we ever had.

Lorena—1 ean’t help It, ma'am: R's
‘hese big sleeves drags 'am offon the
lables,




